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The Messenger 

A Gift from the Paula Meleky Fund of the Lutheran  

Community Foundation 
 

 The congregation received a grant from the Paula Meleky Fund of the Lutheran Community 

Foundation in July.  The funds are used for the Paula Meleky Scholarship ($2,000.00), and to sup-

(Continued on page 2) 

Congregational Picnic -  Mark Your Calendar 
 

 Pavilion #1 at Hempfield Park has been reserved for the annual Congregational Picnic on 

Sunday, September 19, 2010.  We will gather between 12:00 ï 1:00 p.m.   We will eat our meal at 

1:00 p.m.  Please bring a casserole, salad or dessert to share and your own table service including 

plates, silverware, napkins and cups or glasses.  Table covering, coffee, sugar and creamer and cold 

drink will be provided.   

 Roast meat in the form of pig or lamb cooked over an open fire by our able chefs who are 

planning for this event, will again be the main feature.  If you are interested in helping roast the pig 

and lamb and seeing how this is done please call Bob Massing 724-253-2932.   

 Activities and games are being planned for all.  Be sure to bring the entire family.  There is 

sure to be something for everyone.   

 Children and youth are encouraged to come and join in on this fun event for the whole 

church. 

Call Committee Update 
 

 This month the Call Committee has met four times.  We examined profile information 

Bishop Jones sent to us regarding a third pastoral candidate and met with this person.  As has been 

the case with all those we have met, there are strengths that each would bring as pastor of our con-

gregation.  The last candidate appeared to have many of the qualities indicated as important to our 

congregation as listed in our profile. (Copies of the Congregation and Community Profile can be 

obtained at church office).  But he indicated he would not be living full time in Greenville.  This 

issue along with other concerns caused sufficient apprehension for the Committee to not continue 

further consideration of this candidate.  

 While it may seem this process is dragging on, it is the conviction of the members of the 

committee to be responsible and careful in our deliberations and to examine the qualities of those 

we meet so as to find the most highly qualified pastor to lead us.  Please continue to pray for the 

work of the committee and our church. 
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From Pastor Gesler 
 

 Someone asked: ñHow much does God expect me to give to the church.ò   

 A response to that question might be that God is not so much concerned about how much 

you give to the church as he is in how you use all of your money!  God is concerned about how we 

use 100% of our money ï of everything that we have and are! 

 Now that doesnôt mean that God expects that we will give all of our money to the church 

and live on welfare!  Iôm not so sure that God is as concerned with the church as we might be.  For 

many of us, the church is associated with a building, or a particular group of people.  At one time, it 

was associated with some pretty specific beliefs ï but today, a good many of our people havenôt 

much of an idea how one church is different from another. 

 But for God, the church is the people of God, called together by the Holy Spirit to carry out 

the work that he has given us to do in the world.  That is not only what we do in the place that we 

call church; but wherever we live out our baptismal faith ï in all of our life. 

 Since God created the world, and everything really belongs to him; God is concerned with 

how we use everything that we have been given to care for.  We are stewards (caretakers) of not 

only what we call ours, but of everything we touch and influence ï we are stewards of this gift of 

creation ï but only for a time ï then others will have it to watch over. 

 God certainly doesnôt ask us to give up everything to support the work of Holy Trinity Lu-

theran Church (I think he is pleased that we keep this mission outpost alive and attractive to those 

who find this a place to connect with God and his people), but supporting the congregation is only a 

small part of our ministry as individuals. 

 There are many other places and causes that are just as important as our work together in this 

place.  God thinks your family ï our government ï our social and community concerns are impor-

tant.  Your way of earning a living, your education; and so many other things are important for the 

ñkingdomò ï and yes, I think it is important that you support the work we seek to do together as the 

church, in this place and around the world.  This is one way that we nurture and strengthen each 

other as we gather for word and sacrament ï as we care for each other emotionally and spiritually, 

as well as physically. 

 And so, as grateful stewards of all that God has provided us, we want to make it possible to 

pass on the good news of our creators gifts for all his people ï and in gratitude, we offer a signifi-

(Continued on page 3) 

port the current budget of the congregation ($4,990.50). 

 This is a wonderful way in which a faithful member of our congregation continues to sup-

port the congregation that she loved and served, with a offering of more than $94.00 a week after 

her death. 

 Paula was an example of faithful service while she lived among us, and continues to serve as 

she rests with our Lord in His eternal home.  Others may wish to follow her example and remember 

Holy Trinity (or another ministry of the church) through the Lutheran Community Foundation, or 

the invested funds of our congregation.  There are a variety of ways in which this can be done.  Be-

side a will; some offer a lifetime income for gifts given while you are still active and alive. 

(Continued from page 1) 
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Come Visit Our Re-organized Lending Library 
 

 Over the summer work has been going on in the Library to re-organize and thin down the 

books.  The work has paid off.  We now have a easier  to find selection of books for people to bor-

row.   

 There are sections for Bibles, Youth, Devotions, Grief, Martin Luther and others.  There are 

also bookcases just for the children. 

 We have made a list of all the books in the library, in alphabetical order, to help you find the 

location.  There is also a list of books according the shelf titles. 

 Just as in any other library, when you find a book, video or DVD you wish to check out, fill 

out your library card with your name and the date you borrow the item(s).  Place your card in the 

box provided in the library.    

 When you borrow from the library, please keep the items for no 

more than two weeks and then return them.  Everyone will be on the 

honor system for borrowing and returning books.  There is a box in the 

library to return your borrowed items.  

 You may also sit in the library and read a book if you do not wish 

to check a book out. 

 If you have any questions or need help finding a book, please call 

the office Monday through Friday between 8:00 a.m. and 4:00 p.m.  We 

hope you will use this library. 

òConverse with the Lordó Prayer Booklets 
 

 Have you really wanted to pray but the words wonôt seem to come?  Have you started to 

pray and realize you cannot put into words what you want to say to God?  Have there been times 

when you are so upset about a situation that your thoughts are a jumbled mess? 

 The church office has put together a small booklet that may help you 

in these and others situations.  It starts with verses to prepare your mind for 

prayer and a few meditative exercises, then moves into different prayer bids 

for specific situations, and finishes up with verses of thanksgiving. 

 If you think this might be of use to you, these booklets are available 

in the Library/Lounge.  Please pick one up. 

cant portion of these gifts to the ñowner of the businessò to keep up the machinery that helps publi-

cize the Gospel ï the good news of our benevolent provider. 

 How much should I give to the church?  Only you can answer that question as you ï after 

prayer and consideration --decide how much of what God has given you should be made available 

to do this portion of his work. 

 (But always remember; he is also concerned about what kind of a steward you are with all 

that you have received.)  The owner is concerned with 100% of what he has give you to care for. 

(Continued from page 2) 
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Lutherlyn Day Camp 
 Another fun-filled week of camp songs, skits and Bible study was held at Hempfield Park 

the week of July 13-17.  Sixteen campers were led by counselors Tom, Anna, and Sarah.  

 Many thanks to Debbie Faber and Sean Oros for giving their time to support the counselors 

each day from 9:00a.m.-3:00 p.m.   

     Thank you to Tara Higbee, Judi Moinet, and Debbie Faber with their leadership in our Lutherlyn 

Day Camp this year.  We had a fun filled week with bible study,  crafts, songs, skits, and games.  

     We also want to thank Judi Moinet, Henry and Ruth Heil, Linda Armstrong, and Carol Koehler, 

and Debbie Faber for providing dinner for the councilors. Thank you to Tara Higbee, Pam Higbee, 

Cathy Richardson, Laura Chesmer, Betsy Hildebrand, Judi Moinet, and Tammy Daniello for pro-

viding snacks or bottled water. 

 Thank you to Lauren Faber, Alyssa Martin, Olivia Marin, Miranda Bubenheim, Robert Wilt 

and Sean Oros for helping each day with activities. 

     Thank you Tammy, Heather, and Jan for your help in getting us ready for VCS. We appreciate 

all of  your help in making camp such a success!    

 A special thank you to Debbie Faber for being in charge of the week and getting everything 

ready for a successful week of day camp. 

Sunday Church School Resumes 
 

 Sunday, September 19, will be the first day of regular Sunday Church School classes for 

children ages 2-6th grade.  Children ages 2 and 3 will meet in the nursery.  Please come and bring 

your friends. 

Ice Cream Social a Huge Success 
 On Friday, August 20, at 6:30, 90 people of all ages gathered in Trinity Hall for an Ice 

Cream Social that featured ñMake Your Own Sundaesò.  There was vanilla and chocolate ice cream 

with almost every kind of topping you could imagine including fresh fruit, nut sauces, sprinkles, 

peanuts, caramel, hot chocolate sauce (thank you Wayne Swift), hot fudge, marshmallow and jams 

to name a few.  There were also cookies and lemonade to go with your sundae. 

 Lauren Faber and John Ferguson each won an ñIce Cream Basketò.  A round of ñHappy 

Birthdayò was sung to Lois Snyder, who loved it and was greatly surprised to be remembered. 

 One of the highlights of the evening, besides the great fellowship, was Chuck Crawford and 

his balloon animals.  Unexpectedly, Mr. Crawford brought his equipment and spent his evening 

making balloon animals and flowers for all the children (and a few adults.)  Thank you Mr. Craw-

ford for being so thoughtful and providing such a wonderful time for the kids.  (Chuck is the 

churchôs backdoor neighbor.) 

 There are so many people to thank for making this a wonderful evening.  Bonnie Massing 

and Tammy Williams for organizing the event, Jan Truax and Joe Marso for setting up the tables 

and chairs, Roy Wilt, Sr., John Ferguson, and Wayne Swift for scooping the ice cream.   

 For all of those who donated toppings or cookies:  Paul and Sue Bittler, Bonnie Massing, 

Carol Koehler, Tammy Williams and who stayed and cleaned up afterwards:  Dan Spence, Carol 

Koehler, Darla Swift, Bonnie Massing, Carol Krepp, Jan Truax, Sean Oros, and Wayne Swift, 

THANK YOU.  And to all who came, ate, and had a wonderful time - THANK YOU for coming. 
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Rally Day is Almost Here!! 
  

 It is almost time!!  Get ready for some fun and good food and seeing all 

those Sunday Church School friends youôve been missing.  It is time to meet your 

Sunday Church School teacher for this year.  Please join us at 9:30 a.m. on Sunday, 

September 12th in Trinity Hall for Rally Day 2010!! 

Donôt miss out on the fun and laughter that will come during the skit put on 

by our confirmation students.  Rally Day is for EVERYONE ages 0-100. 

Adult Sunday Church School Resumes 
 

 The Adult Sunday School class will be meeting again this year in Trinity Hall at 9:30 a.m.  

The first class will be on Sunday, September 19, at which time they will discuss topics for the year.  

Come and share your ideas for the class.  If you would be willing to teach one topic, please contact 

the church office at 724-588-8870 or contact Dan Eppley at deppley@thiel.edu.  See you Septem-

ber 19th! 

Confirmation 
 

It is time to kick off another year of Confirmation instruction.  The first meeting will be on 

September 26th at 9:30 a.m.  At this time confirmands and their parents will meet to go over guide-

lines and schedules.  Confirmands will meet their guides.   

Two new seventh grade confirmands will join us this year.  They are Alex Moses and Liam 

Riddle.  We will also be preparing Amy VanKanegan and Cassie Mozes for their confirmation on 

Reformation Sunday, October 31.  Please keep all of these young people in your prayers. 

This year we will be studying the Bible.  It will be a daunting but doable task to cover the 

Old and New Testament in only nine months.  We will go from Creation to Revelation.   

The Hayride is Coming 
 

Please watch the October Messenger for information about the upcoming fall hayride.  The 

Parish Education Committee has started planning this fun event.  If you are interesting in helping 

out, please contact Julie Morgan at 724-588-3283. 

Sunday Church School Teachers and Staff to be Installed on  

Rally Day ð September 12th ð at Worship 
 

 The teachers, staff and aids will be installed and prayers offered on their behalf as they rep-

resent the congregation in this very important aspect of our ministry together.  Children and adults 

all have need to continue to learn the Faith throughout life.  These teachers will assist in sharing the 

good news of Our Lord Jesus Christ.  Remember them in your prayers and say thanks when you see 

them. 
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Free Greeting Cards -  

Let Someone Know You Are Thinking of Them 
 

 Have you missed a member at the service you attend regularly?  Do you know of someone in 

the congregation who is celebrating a birthday?  An anniversary?  Someone who is ill?  Someone 

that could just use a little pick me up?  We can help.   

 In the Library you will find a rack of cards that are free for your use.  They are divided into 

different categories for easy choosing such as blank cards, birthday cards for women, men, chil-

dren, anniversary, get well, etc.  Please, use as you  can.   

 We ask that you take only the cards that you plan to send so that others 

may choose cards also.   

 If you need an address for someone, please call the office and we will pro-

vide one for you.  Also, if you have extra cards at home that are in good condi-

tion, just not used, and would like to donate them to the card rack, please drop 

them off at the church office. 

Flying Quilts to be Displayed September 25-26, 2010 
 

 The women of the Flying Quilts sewing group will display their work of the past year at the 

services on September 25-26.  The utilitarian quilts which this group puts together are stored at the 

warehouse of The Lutheran World Relief and then shipped to areas of the world where peoplesô 

lives are disrupted by war, floods or other natural disasters. The group also assembles layettes.   

Your help is always needed by the Flying Quilts.  We would like to request your help in pro-

viding some of the items they need to send their quilts and layettes to those in need.  They are in 

need of monetary donations, washcloths, large safety pins, receiving blankets, infant sweaters, and 

mild bars of soap.  Please leave these items in the cloister on the red hutch where the sunshine bas-

ket items are received.  

A sewing group of this type has been in existence at Holy Trinity since 1922.  You donôt 

have to be able to sew to participate in this group.  They need many hands to assemble the quilts 

they want to produce.  The group meets on the 2nd and 5th Tuesday of every month in Trinity Hall.   

Do Real Men (and Women) Eat Quiche?   
 

Come to our luncheon on September and find out. 

 

On Wednesday, September 15, 2010, at 12:00 p.m. we are planning a 

quiche luncheon.  Please RSVP to Tammy by Wednesday, September 8 at 724-

588-8870. 

 This is another great opportunity to get together and share a wonderfully 

prepared meal and wonderful fellowship.       

 If you need a ride here and back home, we can make those arrangements.  

Anyone is welcome to join us!    

 Please come!  It wonôt be the same without you. 
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The Bishopõs challenge 2010 
A Graduation March June 10 - September 19, 2010 

 

Bishop and Pastor Sandra Jones have challenged and encouraged us as indi-

viduals, families and congregations of the NWPA Synod to walk the 7,376 miles from 

the NWPA Synod office, Pleasantville, PA to the Karagwe Diocese in Tanzania to-

gether in prayer and preparation for the first graduation ceremony at the Bweranyange 

Girlsô Secondary School in our companion synod.  

 

 Total miles traveled by our participating members: 515 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Interested in supporting our efforts? 

 Contact Heather at the church office and by contributing dimes, quarters, 

 or dollars for the miles we walk or ride you will be contributing to the 

 scholarship fund for current and future students.  

Weeks of June 10 - Aug 11, 2010   

Heather Wilt 126 

Sue Bittler 41 

Pastor Nelson 12 

Linda Armstrong 89 

Anna-Marie Shears 89 

Andy Moreland 82 

Holly Schubert 50 

Barbara Swartz 26 

TOTAL 515 

Thrivent News - Thrivent Choice Dollars 
 

 Eligible benefit members will be able to help direct funds all year long to thousands of Lu-

theran nonprofit organizations like schools, camps, colleges - or even your Lutheran congregation.  

(Eligibility is based on your involvement with Thrivent Financial, through your ownership of 

Thrivent Financial life, health or annuity products or your volunteer leadership with our chapter.  

Directing Choice Dollars and participating in Voting Events are subject to the Terms and Condi-

tions of the Thrivent Choice Program.)  Eligible members will receive a letter very soon that pro-

vides details on how to participate. 

 Participation is simple and easy, without any complicated forms to complete.  Youôll be able 

to vote or direct Choice Dollars in a way thatôs convenient for you.  Visit www.thrivent.com/

thriventchoice or call 1-800-TRIVENT (1-800-847-4836) for more information. 
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From the Director of Music 
O come, let us sing to the Lord; let us make a joyful noise to the rock of our Salvation  

 

 PLEASE read and consider the information in the monthly newsletter as the source of 

communication between DOM and singersô parents.  

 

CHILDRENôS CHOIR begins Sept. 19, 2010 at 9:10 a.m.  Rehearsal is 

located in the Sunday School building on the third floor.   

  

CHILDRENôS CHOIR LITURGY: 
 Advent III - Sunday, December 12, 2009  

 Christmas Eve - December 24, 2010, Rehearsal at 6:00 P.M. 

 Epiphany III - Sunday January 16, 2011 

 Lent III - Sunday, March 27, 2011 

 Easter -April 24, 2011 

 

BELL CHOIR begins Sept. 25, 2010 at 9:30 a.m., 3rd Floor of the Sunday School Building.   

Rehearsals are scheduled every other Sunday until Jan. 16, 2011 as follows:   

 October 10th and 24th 

 November 7th and 21st 

 December 5th, 19th, and 26th 

 January 9, 2011 

 

A complete schedule of rehearsals will be determined after the first  

rehearsal. 

 

BELL CHOIR LITURGY : 
 Two Sundays during Advent (to be announced 

 Christmas Eve - Pre Service music at 11:00 p.m. liturgy , (December 24, 2010) 

 January 9, 2011 Baptism of Lord 

 March 6, 2011 - Transfiguration 

 June 12, 2011 - Pentecost 

 

PARISH  CHOIR  
 Rehearsal begins Sept. 8, 2010 at 7:00 p.m. in the Choir Room 

downstairs.  A schedule of rehearsals and liturgy will be posted on the 

door to the rehearsal room and will be distributed to singers that night.  

Anyone interested in joining Parish Choir should call (724) 588-8870  

extension 5.  

To my church family, 

 Thank you for your prayers, cards, flowers and emotional support during my brother Peterôs 

illness and death.  It means so much to be surrounded by people who care. 

         God bless, 

         Jan Truax 


