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From Our Pastor  
 

 Dear Holy Trinity Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 

 ñHappy New Year!ò  This greeting that we extend to one another carries many hopes.  It 

says that we look for health, happiness, success, and prosperity for the coming days.  A new year 

always seems ripe with possibilities and potential.  We naturally hope that whatever is ñnewò in 

2012 will be good for us.  Yet, in many ways what is ahead in the coming year is a great unknown 

right now.  So we might have mixed feelings.  On one hand we have our brightest hopes.  On the 

other hand we realize that ñnewnessò might be uncomfortable and even unwelcome. 

 One passage of scripture that has always been challenging and encouraging for me is ñAnd 

the one who is seated on the throne said, ósee, I am making all things new!ôò (Revelation 21:5).  

The challenging thing is that our Lord wants and creates ñnewnessò for me and you.  That means 

that there will be some changes coming, and we are not the ones who will create and control those 

changes.  The encouraging thing is to know that it is our loving Lord who speaks these words to us, 

and the changes which Christ works are for our wholeness, our restoration, and peace.  We are 

called forward with a sense of trust, a sense of renewed faith. 

 What do you expect will be new in 2012 in your life in Christ?  What will be fresh about 

your faith, new in your practices of worship, more mature in your learning, and creative in your 

giving and serving as a disciple of Jesus?  As you trust our Lord in the new year, what ñnewnessò 

do you see him making and wanting for you? 

 Will you pray with me that our Lord Jesus Christ will keep all of us in Holy Trinity open to 

the wonderful but not always easy newness that he is making?  Will you believe with me that his 

answers to our prayer will appear in words, attitudes, and actions by which we brightly reflect the 

light of Christ? 

        In Christôs love, 

        Pastor Lee Penvose 
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Twelfth Night Celebration  
The 26th annual Twelfth Night Party will begin at 6:30 p.m. on Thursday, January 5, 2012.  Again 

this year, we are planning on all events taking  place in the one location, The Galleria Cafeteria at 

Thiel Collegeôs Howard Miller Student Center.   

 Twelfth Night is the final night of the 12 days of Christmas and celebrates the final mo-

ments of the Christmas Season. Music, poetry, carols and stories are to be 

enjoyed along with food and fellowship. 

 Please fill out the reservation form below and indicate which 

food items you would like to prepare for the festivities and return your 

forms to Heather Wilt.  If you need a ride, please make that known.  You 

can call Heather at the church 724-588-8870 for complete details and to 

make your reservation. Plan to come and share in this lovely, moving 

Christmas tradition.   

Twelfth Night Celebration, 2012  
 

 NAME:    ______________________________________ 

 

 PHONE: ______________________________________ 

 

 NEEDS A RIDE (please circle one)   YES   NO 
 

 WOULD LIKE TO BRING (please circle one)      APPETIZER     DRINK   DESSERT 
 

Please R. S. V. P. to Heather Wilt at 724-588-8870  

Twelfth Night Celebration, 2012  
 

 NAME:    ______________________________________ 

 

 PHONE: ______________________________________ 

 

 NEEDS A RIDE (please circle one)   YES   NO 
 

 WOULD LIKE TO BRING (please circle one)      APPETIZER     DRINK   DESSERT 
 

Please R. S. V. P. to Heather Wilt at 724-588-8870 

Celebrate the Epiphany  
 

 Holy Trinity will celebrate the Day of Epiphany, on which Chris-

tians commemorate the arrival of magi (wise men, kings, sages) from afar 

to worship the infant Jesus, with a Service of Holy Communion, Friday, 

January 6 at 7:30 p.m.  The Service, to suggest the association of the 

magi with the star, will be in candlelight.   

The Baptism of Our Lord  
 
 Sunday, January 8, 2012, the First Sunday after the Epiphany, is the day 

in the life of the Church Year when we commemorate the Baptism of Our Lord. 

There will be a focus on Holy Baptism through hymns, lessons, sermon and 

prayers at each of the liturgies, and, we will include in worship the opportunity to 

Affirm our Baptisms.  Be part as this faith community observes the Baptism of 

Our Lord and probes its meaning for our lives. 
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Youth Snowshoeing Event  
 

 All youth in grades 7-12: mark your calendars now for a chance to snowshoe this win-

ter.  Linda Armstrong has invited us to Pymatuning State Park to snowshoe on 

Sunday, January 8th at 1:30 p.m..  Snowshoeing will be at Shelter # 4 (near 

beach 2 where we went kayaking.)    

 If there is no snow that day, our make-up date will be February 

5th.  (We will go in the afternoon, so you won't have to miss the Super Bowl!!) 

 Plan to come and bring your friends! 

 There will be a sign-up sheet on the youth bulletin board. We will need 

parent volunteers to drive  (and snowshoe with us).   

Congregation to Meet January 29 , 2012 
  

 The Congregation Council has set Sunday, January 29, 2012, as the meeting date for the 

winter Congregational Meeting.  The focus of this meeting will be, according to the congregation's 

constitution, financial reporting and the adoption of the income and expenditure 

budgets for 2012.   

 A luncheon will follow the 10:45 Service and the meeting will convene 

after lunch at 12:45 p.m. in Brath Hall. 

 All voting members (defined as those who have communed and 

contributed of record during 2011) should attend. 

Altar and Columbarium Flowers Sign Up Sheet  
 

   As of the end of December there are still some dates available for Altar and/or 

   Columbarium flowers.  If you are interested, please see the sign-up form in the  

   Narthex.  Please fill out a ñFlower formò also available in the Narthex and  

   turn it to the church office.   

Welcome New Members 
 

 On Sunday, December 18 we welcomed our newest members, John and Mary Moore, 

through the rite of Affirmation of Baptism/Reception of Members.  We rejoice to receive this new 

brother and this new sister in Christ. 

Un -Decorating Day  
 

 On Saturday, January 7, 9:30 a.m. members of the Worship and Music Committee will 

gather to ñun-decorateò the church from the Christmas Season.  Would you like to lend a hand?  

Contact Anna-Marie Shears, co-chair of the Committee. 
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The Congregational Growth Fund  
 2011 Giving Opportunity Update 

 

 By the time this edition of the ñThe Messengerò is received, we will have a final tally of the 

total contributions made to the 2011 Congregational Growth Fund.  As of this writing, $12,540 

or 57% of the fundôs goal has been received.   

This progress in nearly six months shows the gratitude that we have for the blessings we 

have received as disciples of our Lord.   We give thanks to the Lord for the generosity shown by 

members and friends in support of the full range of ministries of Holy Trinity and its long-term 

growth. 

            Barbara Swartz, Finance Committee Co-Chair 

2011 Fall Financial Stewardship Update  
 

 Through  the Fall financial Stewardship emphasis,  New Beginnings: My Opportunity for 

Giving, we were challenged to make two committed choices in our financial stewardship for the 

fiscal year 2012. 

 We were challenged to take a close look at what we have been given, what portion we are 

giving as offerings, and commit  to increase our GIVING by at least 1% .    

 We also were challenged to return an Estimate of Giving Card to plan our giving so that 

our Finance Committee, Congregation Council, and other leaders can plan for our ministries to-

gether. 

 

As of December 20, 2011: 

 

¶ 48 % of the members of the congregation returned an Estimate of Giving card, representing an 

4% increase over the 2010 Stewardship response. 

 

¶ A 16% increase in giving was indicated through these returned Estimate of Giving cards. 

 

 Thank you to all the members who have returned their estimate of giving cards.  Members 

are encouraged that even though the end of the year is near or past that a planned giver aids the  

congregation in pursuing its mission and ministry. 

 Let us be committed in 2012 as Disciples that are called to WORSHIP, PRAY, LEARN, 

SERVE, WITNESS, ENCOURAGE and GIVE. 
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From Our Director of Music  
 

 This year Advent was upon us the Sunday after Thanksgiving.  We adapted to a different 

although familiar setting after learning and singing Setting 9 throughout October and November.  

The first Evening Prayer (Vespers) occurred November 30th and was followed by earnest rehearsal 

for the Christmas season which includes the Second Sunday of Christmas, Epiphany and finally the 

Baptism of our Lord on January 8, 2012.   

 Year B, based on the gospel of Mark (mostly) does not tell a story of Christôs birth and 

childhood but instead begins with his ministry and search for fishers of people.  This will be re-

flected in the hymns this year - and although the Assembly will hear carols  

through the Epiphany season, the carols wonôt be as prevalent as they are during Years A and C. 

 The congregation learned two new hymns during Advent and will soon know the entire rep-

ertoire within ELW.  Sunday school openings have been occupied with  learning Silent Night 

(Stille Nacht) in German - just the first verse - and another familiar carol from Norway, ñI Am So 

Gladò.  There are a couple of women in Parish Choir who sing this in Norwegian, and that is the 

goal for Christmas 2013.  We are becoming a Christian community that sings - ALL of us. 

 I extend my greeting to the assembly and staff for a Happy Christmas and a healthy and 

prosperous New Year. 

         Maidene Hackett, Director of Music 

Thank You from Church Choir  
 

The Church Choir would like to thank the anonymous donor of the ñgoodie bagsò that were 

presented to us at the December 4th Service.  They were a delightful surprise and a wonderful way 

to kick off the Christmas Season.  Not only were they tasty, they were a thoughtful way to express 

appreciation for the effort that the Church Choir puts forth every week, especially during the Ad-

vent and Christmas Seasons.  Your generosity and kindness of thought was well received by all.  

Thank you so much, and may God continue to bless you. 

The Church Choir 
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 Recycling Opportunities in Greenville Area 
 

 Holy Trinityôs Social Ministry/Service Committee is interested in recycling ï who, what and 

where it is taking place within the community.  Following is a list of recycling areas in Greenville.  

If a recycling object is not collected here at Holy Trinity, please take it to the indicated recycling 

center in the area.  

 
Good Shepherd Center 

 -Gently used clothes, linens, shoes, hand bags, dishes, cooking utensils, pots/pans, treasures,  

  and toys. 

 -Working appliances (large and small). 

 -Bicycles- good riding order, repairable, or for parts. 

 -Cotton material for rags (t-shirts etc.). 

 -Books and Magazines. 

 -Aluminum cans. 

 -Metal for scrap- copper, iron, etc. 

 

Hurlberts Hardware  

 Used ink cartridges. 

 

Stray Haven 

 Blankets, towels, feeding bowls 

 (Call 724-588-6161 for hours)  

 

Waste Management 

 Hempfield Township Mercer County Recycling Depot 

  -Plastic - 1 & 2 containers (rinsed & lids off) 

  -Glass - clear, brown, green bottles/jars (rinsed & lids off)   

  -Metal - aluminum, tin, steel cans (rinsed and crushed) 

  -Newspaper- glossy inserts in newspapers are accepted 

  -Magazines 

  -Corrugated cardboard-flattened & free of food, waste, oil 

  NO JUNK MAIL/PLASTIC BAGS OR TWINE (Giant Eagle and Walmart accepts  

   the plastic bags) 

 

Holy Trinity  

 Campbellôs soup labels   

 BoxTops for Education 

 Stamps     

 Eye glasses 

 Jam jars and rings     
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Second Mile Giving for January - Lutheran Senior Life  
 

 Each month, we offer the opportunity for our members to reach out into the greater commu-

nity to those who are seeking to minister to people with specific needs, through our Second Mile 

Giving ï our financial gifts beyond our regular offerings. 

 In January, we are seeking to help Lutheran Senior Life, an agency of our church that of-

fers a variety of attractive residential senior living communities ï Passavant Retirement Center in 

Zelienople, Crown Pointe Butler, and Crown Pointe Greensburg. 

 Lutheran Senior Life also has nursing and rehabilitation facilities in Zelienople and St. 

Johnôs Specialty Care Center in Mars, PA. 

 They also sponsor programs that seek to keep people in their homes by providing support 

services ï the LIFE program (Living Independence for the Elderly) and a cooperative program with 

Visiting Nurses of Western Pennsylvania. 

  Second Mile envelopes can be found in the pew racks, or you may mail your contribution to 

the church office in an envelope clearly marked, ñSecond Mild Giving.ò  All Second Mile contri-

butions received during the month of January will be given to the designated cause.  

Good Shepherd Request for January  
 

The Good Shepherd Center is our church community social service  

agency that supports the needs of many in the area. 

 The Good Shepherd Center's request for Holy Trinity for  

January is non-perishable protein products (peanut butter, tuna fish,  

Spam).  
Donations may be placed in the marked box in the cloister. Donations 

of good-quality, gently-used clothing, shoes and handbags are also welcome  

at any time. These items should be taken directly to the Center (144-146  

Main Street). If you have questions about what items are appropriate, please call the Center at 724-

588-2210.  Please note that brown bags are always needed as well as plastic bags.. 


